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Agenda

§ Rationale
§ Spotify
§ Example: Poetry Seminar
§ YouTube
§ Questions



Rationale

• Appeals to multiple learning styles

• Moves coursework into spaces students already 
use

• Builds community through online engagement



Spotify

§ Audio streaming service

§ Option for free or premium account

§ Student discount: $4.99/month for Spotify and Hulu

§ Availability across platforms and devices



Poetry Seminar

§ Emphasis on poetic adaptation and performance

§ Audio of ballad performances, poet readings, and 
musical adaptations

§ Student performance of poetry

§ Performance analysis essay







Assigned Readings
§ Assignments typically included reading and 

audio component.

§ For instance, our lesson for one week required:
§ Reading Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner
§ Listening to Richard Burton’s reading of The 

Rime of the Ancient Mariner
§ Listening to Iron Maiden’s metal adaptation of 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner



Student Performance
§ Students memorized and interpreted poetry for 

the class.

§ This interpretation would emphasize the 
performative elements of poetry.

§ Students explained how performance emphasized 
interpretive angle.





Learning Outcomes
§ Students gained understanding of adaptability of 

poetry, as well as poetry in performance.

§ Students engaged more frequently with course 
content.

§ Playlist provided digital space around which to 
build course community.

§ Students still follow the course playlist.



Response: Interpretation
“Reading the poetry is a good way to learn the 
varying styles of poetry we learn throughout 
course. But being able to hear someone else recite 
the poem is a completely different experience. 
When the poems were recited by the original 
authors it allowed you to listen how they intended 
the poem to flow, the breaks, the elongation of 
syllables, etc.”



Response: Interpretation
“I believe the most valuable to me was creating a 
more dynamic understanding of how various 
interpretations of music and lyrics can so heavily 
influence meaning to the listener.”

“I liked the contrast of reading a poem thinking 
about the meaning then listening to someone else's 
interpretation of the poem. It added an extra layer to 
the experience.”



Response: Ease of Use
“I would rate my overall level of satisfaction as very 
satisfied. This is because the adaptation created 
further opportunities to learn about the poem they 
were based on and also novel ways to analyze 
performances and poetry. This greatly improved my 
abilities to analyze and interpret poetry and without 
the integration of the playlist I feel that this course 
would not have been as effective as it was with it. 
The ease of having the playlist made for us and not 
having to follow a link or search for the adaptations 

made it a seamless experience.”



Response: Learning Styles
“My comprehension has always been better when I 
listen to something instead of read it, so being able 
to do both was something that helped me 
considerably in my understanding of some of the 
longer poems.”

“With most poems that I was confused with while 
reading, the recitations on the playlist were able to 
help me figure out what the meaning was by 
emphasizing certain words/lines and having the 

meter.”



Response: Technology
“It brought the process into the modern 
technological age. I kind of got stuck in this class 
and wasn't really looking forward to it, but the 
playlist allowed me to get so much more out of the 
course than I was expecting. I thought the class 
would be really dry and we'd just be counting 
syllables for 10 weeks, but the addition of the 
recitations livened it up in an excellent way.”



Self-Reported Proficiency: 
Entering Course



Self-Reported Proficiency: 
Exiting Course



Spotify: Content / Ideas

§ Lectures/speeches

§ Audio books

§ Radio broadcasts (NPR, BBC, etc.)

§ Student-curated playlists with paper



YouTube

§ Create supplementary channel with playlists 
specifically for course

§ Students can subscribe to channel

§ Availability across platforms and devices



Final Considerations

§ We now have more free media options than 
ever before, and we need to leverage them in a 
systematic way for maximum impact.

§ Contact me (sgrandch@iwu.edu) for support or 
guest lecturing.



Digital Video Production in 
Student Projects

§ 11 am: Wednesday, March 7 (ART 111)
§ iMovie workshop
§ RSVP required


