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/ Agenda

Exercise/Discussion
= Multimodality: Overview
* Multimodal Project Ideas
» Assessing Multimodal Projects
* Tool Exploration




Exercise #1

= Open Microsoft Word.

» Take five minutes to describe key elements of
your teaching philosophy.




Exercise #2

= Go to http://www.youidraw.com.

» Take five minutes to informally draw key elements
of your teaching philosophy.




Exercise #3

» Take 2 minutes each to tell the person next to you
about key elements of your teaching philosophy.




Discussion

How did you describe your teaching philosophy
In your Word document?

How did you depict your teaching philosophy In
your painting?

How did you communicate your teaching
philosophy verbally?

Which audiences would each approach more
effectively reach?




What is multimodality?

Multimodal means multiple + mode. In contemporary writing studies, a mode
refers to a way of meaning-making, or communicating. The New London Group
(NLG) (1996) outlines five modes through which meaning is made: Linguistic,
Aural, Visual, Gestural, and Spatial. Any combination of modes makes a
multimodal text, and all texts—every piece of communication that a human
composes—use more than one mode. Thus, all writing is multimodal.

Cheryl Ball and Colin Charlton
Naming What We Know: Threshold Concepts of Writing Studies (2015)



The skills required by our students to decode print-based texts and write
traditional five-paragraph essays will not be enough for the literate demands of
our students’ future.

Frank Serafini
Reading the Visual: An Introduction to Teaching Multimodal Literacy (2013)

Why focus on multimodality?

Over the past 20 years, the idea of literacy has changed dramatically. The typical
idea about literacy as reading and writing print text has expanded into multimodal
literacy, which includes reading and writing multiple forms of nonprint “texts”
such as images, web pages, and movies. Through producing and interpreting
print, nonprint, and print-mixed representations in the digital world, people have
developed new social literacy practices.

Suzanne M. Miller and Mary B. McVee
Multimodal Composing in Classrooms: Learning and Teaching for the Digital World

(2013)



Goal #1

Consider Real
Audiences

Students learn to
conceptualize
readerships and
compose according
to audience
expectations.

Goal #2

Compose
Dynamically

Students stretch
themselves to adapt
skills to new and
unfamiliar
intellectual
situations.

Goal #3

Engage Current
Context

Students gain
understanding of
reception and
creation of texts in
contemporary
world.




Common Multimodal Projects

= PowerPoint presentations
= Poster presentations

= Oral presentations



Potential Multimodal Projects

= Websites

ArcGIS Story Maps
Photo Essays
Digital Comics

Research Films



Planning Multimodal Projects

= Familiarize yourself with the technology.
= Explain learning goals for nontraditional project.

= Define corresponding components of projects
that will be assessed.

Provide feedback and support throughout
composition process.

Include reflective component.



Photo Essay

Requires students to narrate or analyze visual
content

Enables students to consider intricacies of
composing across media

Suggested tool: Instagram




Digital Comic

Requires students to narrate story using comic
conventions

Necessitates consideration of genre conventions
and audience

Suggested tool: Pixton




Research Film

Requires students to combine research with
visual image, narration, and interview clips

Increases student investment in research process
and final product

Incorporate film festival of student projects
Suggested tool: Clipchamp (short), iMovie (long)




Assessing Multimodal Projects

» Define components of projects that will be
assessed.

* Avoid setting expectations too low because of
technology or unfamiliarity.

* [nclude brief tutorial of technology during regular
class time.

= Schedule special sessions for additional work
time and guidance.




Final Considerations

= Contact me for class tutorials.

» EXxplore Instagram, Pixton, Clipchamp, and/or
IMovie.




